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HONOL I) L Ii, H
Aloha Council,

I amwriting to commentin supportofBill 10. Regulatingsingle-useplasticbagswith abanwill help
makeHonoluluCity andCountya model for sustainablechange.

Hawaii, especiallyOahu,is at acrucialmomentfor wastemanagement.Despitetheeffortsof theH-
Powerwaste-to-energyprogram,our facilities andlandfills areoverwhelmed.Accordingto an article
in theHonoluluAdvertiser(March8, 2010),peopleon Oahuuseanestimated“300 million bagsor
moreannually.” Legislatingsourcereductionandbehaviorchangingregulationis thetargetedsolution.

Theharmfulcostof single-useplasticsstretchesfrom theoil it takesto produceit, to thehealthof the
consumer,to thecostof disposal,andfinally to themarineecosystemsit wrecks.Plastic is amaterial
thattheEarthcannotdigest.Oncediscardedin theenvironment,plasticbreaksdowninto smallerand
smallerparticles.Patchesof plasticpollution covermillions ofsquaremiles ofoceannearHawaii.
Tragically, thisplasticalsoendsup in thestomachsofmarinebirds andanimals.Moreover,the
creationanddistributionofplasticproductsincreasesourpolluting carbonemissionsanddependence
on fossil fuels.TheU.S. goesthrough100billion plasticbagseachyear,requiring12 million barrelsof
oil to produce,andlessthan 5% areeverrecycled.

Reusablebagsallow newavenuesfor marketingandsavetheretailerandconsumermoney.Reusable
cloth andnylonbagscanbepurchasedfor adollar (or aresometimesfree)andusedfor yearsand
years.Consumersactuallypayhiddencostsfor so-calledfreebags.Further,reducingtheconsumption
ofsingle-useplasticbagswill savemoneyfor ourcountyin clean-upcosts.Thetaxpayercostto
subsidizetherecycling,collection, anddisposalofplasticbagsis oftenmorethanthecostofthebag.

Thisbill effectively addressesthe issueofsingle-usecheckoutbagplasticpollutionby positively
changingconsumerbehavior,decreasingexternalcosts,anddecreasingtheamountofwasteHawaii
produces.

I amacommunitycoordinatorfor PlasticFreeHawaii (KailuaChapter)by theKokuaHawaii
Foundation.Weare acoalition ofcommunitymembersandbusinessesstrivingto educatethestores,
restaurants,residents,andvisitorsofKailua on theenvironmentaland healthbenefitsofgoingplastic
free.http://plasticfreekailua.blogspot.com/

Mahalo for theopportunityto testify on this matter.

Sincerely,

RachelHarvey,Ph.D.
CommunityCoordinator,PlasticFreeHawaii,Kailua Chapter
316 KeanianiSt.
Kailua,HI 96734,
racheharvey@’~gmai1.corn MISC. COM. 544


